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one in civil law, Concerning Wills (De Testamentis), another in
canon law, Whether the Hebrews can construct New Synagogues
(Utrum Hebrcei possint construere novas synagogas). Shortly
before Casanova left the " Bo " there was a riot arising out
of a dispute between a sbirro and a student in a cafe. The
student tried to shoot the sbirro, who, however, was the quicker
and shot first, and wounded the student. This provoked a
riot; the students collected in masses, and set out to kill all
the sbini they could find. In the ensuing fights two students
were killed. The Government, however, negotiated with them
through the Syndic, and arranged peace after hanging the
sbirro whose altercation with the student in the coffee-house
had started the trouble. Casanova, who was never behindhand
in debauchery, soon outran his income and contracted debts.
Naturally he wrote home to Venice to the grandmother who
was in charge of him, asking for more money, but instead the
grandmother came herself to Padua, took Casanova away from
the " Bo," and carried him back to Venice.1
At Rome the old college or university called the Sapienza
maintained an undistinguished existence. In the Diatribe du
Docteur Akakia, a satire written against the scientific theories
of Maupertuis, Voltaire makes the Sapienza condemn the
theories by an absurd reasoning.2
Of the Dutch universities Leyden had a very high reputa-
tion, and, on account of its sound Protestant tradition, was
particularly frequented by young Englishmen and young Scots-
men if, for religious and other reasons, they did not go to
Oxford and Cambridge. Boerhave of Leyden was the greatest
physician and medical teacher of the age. Utrecht University
also was in high repute. As Dutch Protestantism was Calvinist,
English Presbyterians were especially drawn to the universities
of Holland. There was a " Presbyterian Fund " maintained
in the English Presbyterian communities for providing exhibi-
tions or bursaries for study abroad.
A Scotsman, Alexander Carlyle, who passed a session at
1 For the University of Padua see Casanova, Mfonoires, Chapter IL
* Voltaire, (Euvres (1785), vol. x3vi, p. 24.

